LLOYD  GEORGE;   1863-1914
George. He was their ideal of the fighting politician; the
man who saw things as the ordinary man saw them, but
who possessed abilities, and a driving power, which ordinary
men were without, and by the aid of which he would
succeed in compelling recalcitrant and obscurantist bodies
like the House of Lords to bow to the people's will*
But while Lloyd George's stock was mounting high in
England, in Wales the hero was passing under a cloud*
The cloud, it is true, passed; and it was succeeded by
another period of dazzling popularity; nevertheless, it is
fairly certain that one of the sure bonds which united him
to  his own countrymen was at this time  broken, and
broken for ever.   Frenzied shouting and waving of hand-
kerchiefs became a habit in Wales when Lloyd George
appeared on a public platform; but the noise did not always
imply agreement, nor did it come from quite the same
depth of heart as the old plaudits which used to greet him
when he was fighting for the things most dear to the true
Welsh Nationalist.   The Welsh people have always felt
proud of his achievements, and of the great part which
he has played in world affairs.   Nor have they been un-
grateful for the things which he accomplished for Wales
in the first eight years of his Parliamentary career.   But
never, perhaps, after 1906 did they feel that he was one
of themselves in the old sense, or that he was giving to
Wales in his thoughts quite that unique position which
he used to give.   The big world of British politics was
beginning to come between this man and his own people,
Lloyd George had, as time went on, new interests and new
friends; and although he tried hard and sincerely to be
faithful to the old, and even fancied, in all probability, that
he was succeeding, his former associates thought otherwise:
and they were right*
It was over Disestablishment that the first trouble arose,